
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ayse Evrensel      

Department: Economics and Finance     Phone Number: (618) 650-2592 

E-mail Address: aevrens@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [ X ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

SIUE campus 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
Earlier this year, Palgrave approached me about a book on International Trade. I teach International Trade every 

spring; however, I did not want to write a textbook on the subject. The publisher was thinking about the lines of a 

specific subject as well. With my current URCA assistant, we went over many ideas and decided to focus on 

Preferential Trade Agreements. This semester, my URCA assistant is compiling and categorizing the available 

literature on the subject. Needless to say, the literature is vast. My goal is to develop ideas about the content of the 

book chapters and write a successful book proposal in the spring of 2017, which would be the blueprint of the book. 

Therefore, the work in the Spring of 2017 will involve more detailed inspection of the available literature and 

thinking about the proposed book's novel contributions. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The URCA assistant is expected to read and understand some of the already collected literature as well as to develop 

ideas regarding new ways of examining Preferential Trade Agreements. Because my current URCA assistant has 

started categorizing the literature with great success and diligence, he is already familiar with the relevant academic 

work on the subject. Therefore, I would like to make this position only open to the student who worked for me as an 

URCA Assistant in the fall of 2016. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

Students usually read their textbooks and lecture notes to learn a subject. However, they are not aware of the process 

of creating knowledge. Being involved in a research project from the start is valuable, because the student is able to 

observe as to how a research subject is selected and what kind of considerations go into the selection decision. 

Additionally, once the subject is clear, the available literature has to be compiled and understood to point out the 

contributions of the new study to the literature. This step involves a lot of reading, where even just a little reading 

can be overwhelming to students. However, there are techniques to read and understand a vast amount of literature 

without being crushed. Therefore, not only a student gathers knowledge about a specific subject but also enhances 

his learning capacity. 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I usually require a once-a-week meeting with my URCA assistant to discuss the progress of the project, which can 

take place any agreed upon time.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Activities will not involve off-campus locations. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

No. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

 As I mentioned before, because my current URCA assistant is doing such a good job in organizing the available 

literature and has developed an understanding of the subject, I would like to make this position open only for him. 

 

 


